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Notes and Sources 


1: Faithless but Fortunate 


1 Harold Nicolson, MS: Portrait of WSC, 
1947 (Columbia University, New York: 
Longwell papers). 

2 Cecil King diary, Feb 19, 1941 (Boston 
Univ.). 

3 General Sir Hastings Ismay; in Nicolson 
diary, Aug 7, 1942. 

4 Letter from Nigel Nicolson, Mar 23, 
1978. 

5 William Lyon Mackenzie King diary, 
Aug 11, 1943 (Public Archives of Can- 
ada, Ottawa). 

6 N Chamberlain (Min of Health) to Ld 
Irwin, Aug 15, 1926 (Gilbert, Winston 
Churchill, vol. v, 18of). 

7 WSC to Ld Hugh Cecil, unsent, Oct 
24, 1923: in R Churchill, Winston Chur- 
chill (London 1969), vol. ii, 7of. 

8 Roskill, Churchill and the Admirals (Lon- 
don, 1977), 21. 

9 Roskill remarks (ibid., 33) that Gilbert 
‘glosses over’ WSC's role in this 
(Churchill, vol. iii, 4off). 

10 Mackenzie King diary, Aug 16, 1943. 

11 From WSC, ‘My Life.’ First published 
in Chicago Tribune, Feb 4, 1935; original 
MS at Oregon Univ., Eugene, Oregon. 

12 Interview of Kay Halle, Washington, 
May 1978. 

13 Hankey cited in Liddell-Hart notes, 
May 23, 1945 (King’s College, London: 
Liddell-Hart papers). 

14. WSC to Baldwin, Dec 13, 1924 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 75ff; letter, Ld Beatty 
to his wife, Jan 26, 1925). 

15 Naval staff memo, Mar 5, 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 103). 

16 Cf. Gilbert, vol. v, 29off. 

17 Ibid. 

18 Memo on Anglo—American relations, 
Nov 19, 1928 (Gilbert, vol. v, 308). 
The Chartwell quotes are from the di- 


1925 


ary of Henry Scrymgeour- Wedderburn, 
later an MP, Sep 21, 1928 (ibid., 301). 
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19 WSC to Clementine, Nov 7 and 15, 
1928 (ibid., 306ff). 

20 Gilbert, vol. v, 315. 

21 WSC to Clementine, Sep 9, 1929 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 346). 

22 WSC to Clementine, Sep 29, 1929 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 348). 

23 Maurice Ashley, Churchill as Historian 
(London, 1968), 18. 

24 Mackenzie King diary, Aug 1941 and 
Aug 24, 1943. 

25 Chamberlain to Irwin; see note 6. 

26 John Davidson, diary, Mar 6, 1929, 
recording luncheon with Sir William 
Berry, later Lord Camrose (Gilbert, 
vol. v, 316). 

27 Interview of Kay Halle (see note 12). 
She was at Chartwell that evening; 
FDR’s son was present. 


2: Keeping It under His Hat 


1 Douglas had first published his infamous 
attack, ‘The Murder of Lord Kitchener 
and the Truth about the Battle of Jut- 
land and the Jews,’ in his obscure 
weekly Plain English, Jan 1921. The at- 
torney general had at the time advised 
WSC to ignore it. WSC had of course 
left the admiralty in 1915, one year 
before Jutland. 

2 Halifax, cited in Dalton diary, Dec 18, 
1940. 

3 Prince Otto von Bismarck, Aufzeichnung, 
London den 20. Oktober 1930 (German 
FO papers: Na microfilm 1120, roll 
5540, 567887ff). 

4 WSC to Beaverbrook, Sep 23, 1930 
(Beaverbrook papers, C.86). 

5 WSC to Randolph, 8 Jan. 1931 (Gil- 
bert, vol. v, 379). 

6 WSC to Baruch, Nov 1, 1931 (Baruch 
papers). 

7 Washington Star, Jan 10, 1932; and see 
John Wheeler, I’ve Got News for You 
(E P Dutton, New York 1961), 163. He 
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also sold it to the Daily Mail. 

8 Clementine to Randolph, Jan 12, 1932 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 423). 

9 C Murphy MS, Mar 1945 (FDR Libr., 
Winant papers, box 190, ‘Churchill’). 
10 Speech in New York, 28 January, 1932 

(Gilbert, vol. v, 425). 

11 WSC, ‘Zionism versus Bolshevism: A 
Struggle for the Soul of the Jewish Peo- 
ple,’ in Illustrated Sunday Herald, Lon- 
don, Feb 8, 1920. 

12 WSC speech, Jan 27, 1926 (Public 
Records Officer [hereafter: PRO] file 
TREASURY.172/1505). 

13 WSC to Clementine, Jan 6, 1927 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 224). 

14 Cited in Current Biography, oft. 

15 WSC's original typescript in Univ. of 
Oregon, with his MS corrections. 

16 WSC article, Mar 31, 1931 (Gilbert, 
vol. v, 408f). 

17 See WSC's speech to the House on 
Nov 23, 1932 (House of Commons De- 
bates). 


3: Wuthering Depths 


1 Interview of Kay Halle, May 1978. 

2 Beaverbrook to Sir Robert Borden, Jan 
7, 1931. 

3 Beaverbrook to Arthur Brisbane, Oct 
20, 1932. 

4 Beaverbrook to Sir Robert Borden, Jan 
7 and Mar 28, 1934. 

5 Beaverbrook to Theodor Fink, Nov 19, 
1934. 

6 T E B Clarke, This is Where I Came In 
(London, 1974), 87. 

7 Christopher Hassall, A Biography of Ed- 
ward Marsh (New York, 1959), 575f. 

8 The Times, reviewing The World Crisis, 
vol. ii, on Oct 3o, 1923. 

9 Prof A J P Taylor in The Observer, May 
17, 1970; cf. R Rhodes James, op. cit. 

10 Letters, WSC to E Marsh, Aug 31, 
1922; June 24, 1934; Aug 30, 1947 
(Berg Library, New York). 

11 Gilbert, vol. v, 333; M. Ashley, 
Churchill as Historian (London, 1968). 

12 Gilbert, vol. v, 3o3. 
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13 WSC to Clementine, Nov 15, 1928 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 307). 

14 Colville diary, Nov 3, 1940. 

15 L Amery diary, Nov 5, 1928 (Gilbert, 
vol. v, 306). 

16 WSC to Spears, Mar 22, 1930 (Chur- 
chill College, Cambridge: Spears pa- 
pers, 1/7658). 

17 Gilbert, vol. vi, 961. 

18 Letter, Aubrey Neil Morgan MP to 
author, Dec 9, 1977. 

19 WSC to the Prof, Feb 26, 
(Cherwell papers). 

20 WSC speech to the US Congress, Dec 
26, 1941. 

21 WSC to Camrose, Aug 2; and to 
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Clementine, Aug 8, 1929 (Gilbert, vol. 
Y, 339). 

22 C Murphy, memo on dinner party of 
Mar 16, 1946 (Eisenhower Library, C 
D Jackson papers, box 32, “Churchill’). 

23 C Scribner to WSC, Mar 11, 1932 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 427). They sold 4,000 
copies of the final volume of Crisis. 

24 Letter, Thornton Butterworth to 
WSC, Nov 19, 1931 (Gilbert, vol. v, 
416). 

25 Jack Churchill to WSC, Sep 16, 1932 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 438). 

26 Curtis 
Brown and Chicago Tribune, Sep 19, 


Correspondence between 
1932 to Feb 13, 1933 (Univ. of Ore- 
gon, Eugene), And see Dr J Richard 
Heinzkill and Martin Schmitt, ‘Sir 
Winston’s Potboilers, in Imprint: Ore- 
gon, Fall 1974, 3ff, and note in The Pa- 
pers of the Bibliographic Society of America, 
vol. 72 (1978), 359. 

27 Curtis Brown to Chicago Tribune, Feb 
13, 1935. 


4: Wild Man in the Wilderness 


1 C D Jackson, memo: Churchill speaking 
during cruise with Henry Luce (Eisen- 
hower Library, Jackson papers, Apr 14— 
17, 1955, box 32, ‘Churchill’). 

2 Lord Birkenhead, The Prof in Two Worlds 
(London, 1961), 126f. 

3 Hoare to Willingdon, Apr 6, :933 
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(Templewood papers). 

4 WSC to Lord Burnham, Apr 9, 1933 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 477). 

5 Hoare to Willingdon, Apr 20, 1934 
(Templewood papers). 

6 WSC to Cyril Asquith, Aug 8, 1934 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 584). 

7 Gilbert, vol. v, 457: WSC speech, Feb 
17, 1933. 

8 Cabinet meeting, Mar 15, 1933. 

9 WSC speech at Devonshire Club, Nov 
14, 1933 (Gilbert, vol. v, 498). 

10 ‘His thirst for talking military strategy 
is unquenchable.' (Colville diary, Sep 
20, 1940.) 

11 Hore-Belisha to Liddell-Hart (diary, 
Mar 10, 1944). 

12 Cecil King diary, May 10, 1941, 
quoting W J Brown, sec. of Civil Serv- 
ice Clerical Association. 

13 Tel., Masaryk to Prague, London, Mar 
15, 1934 (Berber, op. cit., No. 23). 

14 Hitler's first reply to Lord Rothermere 
was on Dec 7, 1933. See the photo- 
copies retained by Rothermere's go- 
between, Princess Stephanie von Ho- 
henlohe, in her papers, and the two 
original Ribbentrop files in the Louis P. 
Lochner collection, Hoover Library. 

15 WSC to Clementine, Aug 22, 1934 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 559). 

16 Alexander Korda told Ladislas Farago 
(a reporter for News Review) over lunch 
at the Korda home in Swiss Cottage. 
(Interview of Farago, Jun 1979; letter 
Michael Korda to author Jun 1979.) 

17 Letter, Bracken to Baruch, May 21, 
1947 (Baruch papers). 

18 See for instance von Puttkamer’s tele- 
gram to Raeder from the Berghof, May 
24, 1938 (in German naval file roi 
36794): "The Führer must now assume 
that Britain and France will rank 


amongst our enemies." 
5: Sixty 
1 From WSC, ‘My Life,’ MS first pub- 


lished in Chicago Tribune, Feb 4, 1935 
(original MS at Univ. of Oregon). 
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2 Liddell Hart related this to E Wingfield 
Stratford, letter, Apr 12, 1942 (Kings 
College: Liddell Hart papers). 

3 D Longwell memo, Oct 15, 1953 
(Longwell papers, box 2). 

4 Arthur Krock MS, May 22, 1969 
(Princeton Univ.: Krock papers), 

5 WSC to Clementine, Feb 23, Mar 2 and 
Apr 13, 1935 (Gilbert, vol. v, 612). 

6 Morton to Thompson, Aug 20, 1960 (in 
R W Thompson, Churchill and Morton 
[London, 1976], 71). 

7 WSC to Hankey, Jan 31, 1936 (Gilbert, 
vol. v, 702). 

8 In Dec 1940 WSC would appoint Mr 
Justice Singleton to review the secret 
information. Air Intelligence at that 
time estimated the enemy front line at 
5,710 planes, while MEW put it at 
3,000. (WSC to Sinclair, Dec 9, 1940, 
Cherwell papers.) 

9 WSC to Cherwell, May 2, 1947 (ibid.). 

10 WSC to Spaatz and reply, Jul 17, 1947 
(Library of Congress: Spaatz papers). 
Spaatz supplied figures from British 
ADI(K) report 352/1945 on captured 
GAF Equipment Branch files suggesting 
that in Sep 1938 Germany had a first 
line strength of 3,200 mobilised planes, 
and 4,300 in Sep 1939. 

11 Hinsley, vol. i, 53. This, says Prof 
Hinsley, remained the best source on 
the subject ‘when other sources were 
providing conflicting and only tentative 
assessments.’ 

12 Erhard Milch diary, Aug 20, 1938 
(author's microfilm p1-59). 

13 Milch diary, Feb 193;. 

14 Bruce Lockhart diary, Sep 5, 1943. 

15 WSC to Clementine, Apr 13, 1935. 
Londonderry never deviated from his 
view that WSC had grossly exaggerated 
the German airforce and attributed 
Britain's troubles to the attitude which 
developed after Simon returned from 
Berlin. ‘Our first line strength at that 
date was 897 machines, and as I calcu- 
lated at the time and verified from sub- 
sequent information which I received, 
the first line strength of the German Air 
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Force was 12 machines.’ Winston’s 'de- 
lusion’ about the German airforce had 
‘disastrous results’ on foreign policy. 
(Letter to Halifax, Dec 2, 1939, Ld 
Halifax papers, FO.800/ 328.) 

16 Ld Rothermere to Hitler, Apr 29; and 
reply, May 3, 1935 (Hoover Library, 
Stanford Univ., Calif.: Hohenlohe pa- 
pers). 

17 Milch diary, Jan 12—15, 1935. In Aug 
1935 they began planning the 1936 
budget. The airforce claimed 4,300m 
Reichsmarks; Hitler said 3,100m was 
possible, but Göring warned Milch that 
they would probably get only 2,o00m. 
Later the 1936 budget (without $4) was 
set at a total of 7,200m (army 4,200m, 
navy 680m, airforce 2,300m). 

18 Rose Kennedy memo, 1940; and WSC 
to J P Kennedy, Oct 12, 1935 (JPK pa- 
pers, Kennedy Libr.). WSC had cabled 
to Ld Beaverbrook on Oct ro inviting 
him to dine with Kennedy in Oct at 
Claridges; B declined (Beaverbrook pa- 
pers, C.86). 

19 WSC: 'Zionism versus Bolshevism: A 
Struggle for the Soul of the Jewish Peo- 
ple,’ in Illustrated Sunday Herald, Lon- 
don, Feb 8, 1920. 

20 Rothermere to Hitler, Dec 6 and Dec 
16, 1935; reply, Dec 19, 1935 (Ho- 
henlohe papers). 

21 W C Bullitt to FDR, Feb 22, 1936. In 
Orville H Bullitt, For the President (New 
York, 1972), 144. 

22 E.g., WSC to Flandin, May 15, 1936: 
his estimate, ‘drawn from a variety of 
sources,’ was 1,200 first line German 
machines, and 2,000 by the end of 
1936; Flandin replied on May 16 giving 
French estimates of 1,236 and 2,000 re- 
spectively. 

23 Leo Amery to Beaverbrook, Nov 7, 
1936 (Beaverbrook papers, C. 5). 

24. WSC to Londonderry, May 6, 1936 
(Gilbert, vol. v, 732). 


6: The Hired Help 


1 WSC to Randolph, Nov 13, 1936. 
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2 Eugen Spier, Focus — A Footnote to the 
History of the Thirties (London, 1963). 
Credit is due to Dr Dietrich Aigner of 
Mannheim Univ. for his research into 
the Focus in Das Ringen um England. Das 

Verhaltnis (Munich, 
1969) and particularly his unpublished 
bibliography, On Producing Chaff. Materi- 
als for an Inquiry (Weinheim, 1980). 

3 Ld Citrine, Men and Work — An Autobi- 
ography (London, 1964), 347ff. 


deutsch—britische 


4 E.g., ANG to Spears, Sep 19, 1935 
(Spears papers, 1/55). Vice chairman 
was Sir Robert Mond of ICI, vice presi- 
dents were Nobel Peace Prize winner 
and fellow-traveller Angell, Herbert 
Morrison, E Sylvia Pankhurst, Canon F 
Lewis Donaldson, Eleanor Rathbone; 
chairman, George Latham; hon sec and 
treasurer, C Q Henriques; council: 
Monica Whately, A M Wall, V Adams, 
P Guedalla, A Conley, P Horowitz, F 
Rodgers (‘organising secretary’), L W 
Carruthers, and M H Davies. 

5 WSC to FDR, undated, Nov 1940 
(FDR Libr., microfilm 1, 0148). 

6 The fund was controlled by foreign 
propaganda chief Jan Hajek. In 1923 he 
paid Steed £10,000, ostensibly for ad- 
vertising in his Review of Reviews, al- 
though it could never handle so much 
advertising; he paid Steed £8,000 on 
Nov 27, 1923 and £5,000 six months 
later, acknowledged by Steed to Dr E 
Mastny on Mar 27, 1924. Payments 
continued through the 1930s. He was 
receiving 8,000 crowns monthly in 
1936 (£1 = 200 crowns) and collected 
£3,000 in 1938. T Masaryk gave him 
120,000 crowns — half from the foreign 
ministry. Czech funds flowed freely to 
writers like Machray and Poliakoff; 

slushed with 


100,000 crowns for an unpublished 


Laurence Lyon was 
book. Newspapers like the Canadian La 
Presse, Montreal Daily Star, The Gazette, 
Toronto Star Weekly and Globe were also 
on the Czech payroll. Prague was even 
subsidising Alexander Kerensky's anti- 
Soviet newspapers like Dni and Volja 
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Rossiji and making payments to intel- 
lectuals ‘for their service rendered to 
our legions during their conflict with 
the Soviets.’ Stefan Osusky, MS: ‘Benes 
and Soviet Russia,’ in Osusky papers, 
box 14 (Hoover Library). Dr R Urban, 
Tajne fondy III sekce, Z Archivu minister- 
stva zahranici Republiki Ceskoslovenske 
(Prague, 1943), proves that Hajek on 
Dec 11, 1935 ordered 15,000 crowns 
paid quarterly to Kerensky in London. 

Poliakov, de 
l'Antisemitisme, vol. iv: L'Europe suici- 
daire, 1870—1933 (Paris, 1977), 230ff, 


7 Leon in Histoire 


even has Steed instrumental in propa- 
gating the 'Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion.’ 

8 Christian Science Monitor, Boston, Dec 4, 
1936. 

9 Sir Robert Bruce Lockhart, diary, Aug 
17, 1936. 

10 Urban (see note 6). 

11 Gilbert, vol. v, 739, citing ANC min- 
utes in Churchill papers, 2/282—3, 
closed to other historians. 

12 Spier, op. cit., 20. 

13 See note 8. 

14 Citrine (see note 3). 

15 Gilbert, vol. v, 739, quoting Churchill 
papers 2/282. 

16 In 1940 Arthur Harris, commander of 
No. 5 Bomber Group, discovered that 
Anderson was reporting directly on his 
two bomber squadrons to WSC. When 
he ignored warnings Harris sacked him 
and posted him to Canada. Anderson 
protested to the Prof that the real rea- 
son was ‘because I am regarded as a per- 
sonal friend of the prime minister’s and 
of other serving ministers. I am there- 
fore regarded as a potential danger.’ 
(Sinclair to WSC, Aug 24; and Ander- 
son to the Prof, Oct 29, 1940: Cher- 
well papers.) Beaverbrook took him on 
as personal assistant at MAP despite 
Sinclair’s warnings. In 1942 WSC told 
him that a number of Sinclair’s top se- 
cret minutes and copies of all the PM’s 
minutes to Beaverbrook had been found 
in Anderson’s possession. Anderson was 
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invalided out of the RAF; Beaverbrook 
referred to him sympathetically as ‘the 
poor fellow who went mad.' (Beaver- 
brook to Sinclair, Jun 29 and Jul 13, 
1942: C.311.) He died in 1982. 

17 Tel., Franckenstein to Vienna, Jun 25 
(NA microfilm T120, roll 1447, 568 
395). 

18 Hankey to Inskip, Jun 29 (Gilbert, vol. 
V, 757). 

19 Swinton to Hankey, Jun 26 (ca. 21/ 
426). 

20 Wigram memo, Jun 3o (FO.371/ 
19946). 

21 See note 18. 

22 WSC to Randolph, Nov 13, 1936. 

23 Steed, ‘The United States and British 
Policy,’ address at Chatham House on 
Nov 25, 1937 (in International Affairs, 
London, vol. xvii, No. 1 [1938], 51—3). 

24 Spier. 

2; Robert Henriques, Sir Robert Waley- 
Cohen 1877—1952. A Biography (London, 
1966), 362. 

26 It was published in the Sunday Chroni- 
cle, Jul 4, 1937, and in Collier’s. 

27 S Roskill, Churchill and the Admirals, 27. 

28 Swinton at Cabinet Joint Planning 
Committee, Sep r5, 


1873). 
29 Verbatim transcript of parliamentary 


1936 (AIR.2/ 


deputation, Jul 28—29, 1936 (PREM. 1/ 
193). 

3o Evening Standard, Aug 10, 1936. Simi- 
lar articles followed on Aug 21, 1936 
and Jul 7, 1938. 

31 Spier; and see note 8. 

32 WSC to A H Richards, Oct 21 and 26, 
1936. 

33 Adams to WSC, Oct 2o (cited in 
Gilbert, vol. v, 790). 

34 Spier, 5 3ff. 

35 WSC to Randolph, Nov 13, 1936. 

36 Unpublished letter, Sarah to Clemen- 
tine, May 19, 1950. 

37 Arnold diary, Jun 16, 1944 (Library of 
Congress, MS division). 

38 Unpublished letter, Sarah to Clemen- 
tine, Oct 12, 1936. 

39 Letter, WSC to Baruch, Jan 1, 1937 
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(Baruch papers). 
40 Lothian to WSC, Mar 3o, 1940 (FO. 


371/24263). 
7: Over-Reaching Himself 


1 WSC: My Life, typescript in Univ. of 
Oregon. 

2 Cecil King diary, Feb 19, 1941 (Boston 
Univ.). 

3 Deputation of Nov 23 (PREM.1/193). 

4 WSC to E L Spears, Nov 17, 1936 
(Spears papers). 

5 Cummings, cited in German embassy 
despatch, Dec 3. 

6 Naomi W Cohen, Not Free to Desist — 
The American Jewish Committee 1906— 
1966 (Philadelphia, 1972), 183f; and 
letter, WSC to Baruch, Jan 1, 1937. 

7 Letter, Italian Consul General at Cannes 
to Ciano, Dec 16, 1936 (Italian embassy 
in London, file 963, ‘Rapporti politici’; 
and ‘Gran Bret 1: Reali Inglesi Questioni 
Dinastiche: Conflitto tra Corona-Governo.’ 
This file includes telegrams of the Fin- 
nish minister in London, George Grip- 
enberg, to Helsinki, of interest since his 
American wife Peggy was a friend of 
Mrs Simpson (Italian FO archives, 
Rome). 

8 Tel., Gripenberg to Helsinki, Nov 6. 

9 Ditto, Dec 15, commenting on this and 
on Hoesch's hold over Edward VIII; cf. 
Bruce Lockhart diary, May 27, 1935. 

10 F Hesse memo, London, Mar 11 
(Bundesarchiv Koblenz: Hesse papers, 
Kl.Erw.262—1:. He died in 1980. 

11 Chamberlain diary, Nov 25 (Cham- 
berlain papers, Birmingham Univ.). 

12 Ld Citrine, Men and Work (London, 
1964). 

13 Letter, Beaverbrook to Guy Ross, Dec 
II. 

14 Blanche Dugdale diary, Dec 5. 

15 Gilbert, vol. v, 817. 

16 John Parker MP, interview, Apr 1978. 

17 Nicolson MS (Longwell papers). 

18 Dugdale diary, Dec 8. Amery diary, 
Dec 7. Hansard, House of Commons De- 
bates, vol. 318, col. 1643f. 
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19 Ilse Hess to Rudolf's mother, Nov 3, 
1937 (PRO: ro.371/26566). 

20 Naomi Cohen, op. cit., 183f. 

21 Joseph Kennedy, cited in James V 
Forrestal, Diaries, ed. W Millis (New 
York, 1951), 122. Kennedy's own anti- 
Semitism was notorious. 

22 WSC to Baruch, Jan : (Princeton 
Univ.: Baruch papers). Steed left via 
Canada in Sep 1937, was interviewed 
by the Montreal Star, which like him 
was being funded by the Czechs, met 
the governor-general in Ottawa; cross- 
ed into the US on Oct 5, met Sulz- 
berger, Swope and Baruch. He reported 
to the Focus on Oct 28, and had this to 
say at Chatham House on Nov 25: “I 
spoke confidentially to the Council on 
Foreign Relations, to the Foreign Policy 
Association, to the New York Jewish 
Committee, to the Harvard Club and 
various other gatherings. I met also 
some responsible executive officers of 
the United States.’ (International Affairs, 
vol. xvii [1938], No. 1, 51-3.) 

23 WSC to Baruch, Jan 1. 

24. WSC to Clementine, Jan 7 (Gilbert, 
vol. v, 835); and Feb 2, 1937 (Mary 
Soames, Clementine Churchill, 274). 

25 Curtis Brown Ltd to Chicago Tribune 
Syndicate, Mar 29; reply, Oct 29, 1937 
(Univ. of Oregon). 

26 Gilbert, vol. v, 835n. 

27 Others included *A Stand against Ag- 
gression’ in Mar 1938, and ‘For a Pact 
with Russia' in May 1939. 

28 Churchill, vol. i, 203. 

29 H V Johnson to FBI, Mar 11, 1941 (US 
embassy in London, secret files, box 6, 
file 820.02). Military activities in Na, 
RG.84, Suitland, Maryland. Guy Lid- 
dell’s original MI; report of Mar 5 was 
removed from this file on British in- 
structions in 1975. 

30 J Kuczynski, Memoiren (East Berlin and 
Weimar, 1975), 3257. In Aug 1939 the 
Left Book Club published 50,000 of his 
The Condition of the Workers in Great Brit- 
ain, Germany and the Soviet Union 1912— 
1938. 
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31 Mackenzie King diary, Aug 12, 1943 
(Public Archives, Ottawa). 


8: People Are Buying ‘Churchills’ 


1 Ironside diary, Dec 6, 1937. 

2 Milch, Gedenken fur den Luftkrieg, re- 
turned by Karl Bodenschatz, Feb 1, 
1937 (Milch papers, deposited by the 
author at Institut für Zeitgeschichte 
[hereafter: IfZ], Munich). 

3 Sir Herbert Creedy (war office) com- 
mented on Steed's memorandum on 
Germany, "Ihe value of this report is 
much reduced by the great exaggeration 
in it as to the strength of Germany's air 
force and army. Thus the source esti- 
mates that Germany has between 2,000 
and 3,000 war ’planes ready for service 
(i.e., first line): but the Air Ministry es- 
timate is about 1,000 first line and this 
agrees with the strength given them by 
the Germans.’ (F0.371/19446). 

In Fo.371/19914 is further evidence 
of how avidly Churchill swallowed 
Steed’s data. In October 1936 Steed re- 
ported a (fictitious) Hitler speech at 
Würzburg on Sep 18; warned that Hit- 
ler was about to invade France through 
Switzerland; advised that the Nazis had 
established a submarine base off the 
coast of Portuguese Guinea; and talked 
about the German battleships being un- 
der orders to raise ‘a good head of 
steam' (they were in fact diesel- 
powered). Sending this report to an FO 
official on October 2o, Wickham Steed 
wrote: ‘I mentioned some of it to Mr 
Winston Churchill last week and he said 
it “ought to go also to the Govern- 
ment.” Steed added that since his own 
financial resources had come to an end, 
‘a wealthy friend’ had placed money at 
his disposal ‘for this “research work” in 
the summer of 1936. (The Board of 
Deputies, it will be recalled, had first 
funded the Focus in July 1936.) He 
continued, ‘I have now six or seven 
non-Jewish informants on my string.’ 

4 Wigram, minutes, May 12 and Jun 16. 
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WSC’s and Wickham Steed’s memo- 
randa on German air power; air minis- 
try responses; British papers on Swin- 
ton’s discussions with Milch and Wen- 
ninger, and Wigram’s exchanges with 
Wing Cdr. Medhurst (ro.371/ 19446). 

5 Sir E Phipps to FO, Tel. No. 1344, and 
reply, Jan 16, 1936 (FO.371/19946). 

6 CID meeting, Jul 1o (r0.371/19946). 
Wenninger talk with Wing Cdr. Med- 
hurst, Jul 6 (ibid.). 

7 Cabinet meeting, Feb 3,1937 (r0.371/ 
20734). 

8 Their mission lasted from Jan 17—23 
(report in FO.371/ 20733). 

9 For German documents on this mission 
see Milch files, vol. 56, 3003ff (now at 
BA Freiburg). Swinton discussed the re- 
sults in cabinet on Feb 3, 1937. 

to Mary Soames, Clementine Churchill 
(London, 1979), chap. 15. 

11 F Owen MS in Beaverbrook papers, 
C.86. 

12 H Rauschning, Hitler m'a dit (Paris, 
1939). Cf. letter, Steed to Kingsley 
Martin, Aug 6, 1939: ‘Ihave got a num- 
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